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We, Thomas Davis and Lilborn Davis residence of Hawkins Counly in ihe slate of Tennessee upon our oaths 
declare that the foregoing declaration announced the power ol attorney was signed and acknowledged by 
Nancy Vaughan by making her mark to her name and we further declare that we knew John Vaughan in his 
lifetime and know that he was always understood and believed to be a soldier in the Revolutionary War by his 
neighbors generally, and since our first acquaintance with him and we know that the said John Vaughan died 
on or about the 14"" day of July 1842. and that he died in this settlement but that we know nothing of the 
marriage of the two parties but know that the said John Vaughan and the said Nancy, this declarant lived about 
35 years from our first acquaintance with them to the date of his death aforementioned in the- county of 

Hawkins, state of Tennessee and in the neighborhood where they lived as man and wife. They and 

behaved ever as re and respected by their neighbors, generally up to the date of the said John's death 

aforementioned. And we further state that the said John Vaughan with the said Nancy his wife had raised 
several children the most of which we are presently acquainted with and that from the appearance they are 
about the ages which said Nancy states in her declaration and we further state that the first as well as the last 
was always acknowledged by them both to be legitimate and that at the death of the sakJ John that his (friend)- 
together with Nancy his wife was all in his statement that we have known by acquainted with the declarant and 
since the will of her said husband John Vaughan aforementioned and that she has not again remarried but has 
remained, and is now. the reputed and respected widow of John Vaughan aforementioned. That _ 

from (acquainted/acquired) __ from her appearance and statement and circumstance that she is 

the identical 
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person she therein represents herself to be and that she is not able in consequence of old age and bodily 
infirmity to attend the court and that we have no interest in this claim but believe that she is entitled to the same 

Our hand and seal this 3 rd day of February AD 1 858 

Thomas his X mark Davis 
Lilborn his X mark Davis 

State ol Tennessee County of Hawkins 

Be it known that the foregoing declaration power of attorney, an affidavit made, sworn to. signed, and 

acknowledged before me, Wm. Hutchisson, a Justice of the Peace on the day and year it bears date and 
testify that I know the affiant to be creditable in person and residence of my county that they are men of truth 
and veracity and that they are of sufficient age to know the facts about which they state and that I further certify 
that I have known this claimant and about 20 years previous to the death of her husband and have known her 
ever since and she is a widow and that this affidavit foregoing is true and it is generally believed that she is the 

identical person she therein represents herself to be and that the applicant from bodily infirmity and old 

age (is unable to) attend the event and that I have no further interest this claim whatsoever. 
Witness my hand and official seal the 3'° dayoi February AD 1858 

Wm. Hutchisson, J.P. 

State of Tennessee 

County of Hawkins} 

I, James Vance, clerk of the County Court of Hawkins County in the state aforesaid, by my deputy Willie B. 

Mitchell do hereby certify that William Hutchisson wherein named subscriber to the above certificate is an 

acting Justice of the Peace for said county and state duly commissioned and qualified and that his signature 

therein is genuine. 

Given under my hand and seal of office 

At office in Rogersviile the 3 rd 

day of March AD 1 858 

James Vance, Clerk 

ByW, B. Mitchell. Deputy 

M«fi octotopv: Spoiling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for ease oi fsaflVn g and to facilitate searches o t the 
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StatG <rt Tennessee county of Hancock 

Be it remembered that on this 28 day of May AD 1858 formally appeared before me a Justice of the Peace in 
and for the county aforementioned Benjamin Vaughn aged about 54 years, after being by rne duly-sworn 
according to you both on his oath depose and say that he will be fifty four years ot age on the 4th day of 
November in 1 858 to the best of his knowledge information and belief and that he further certifies that the 
enclosed record of my father John & Nancy Vaughn is the record which was found among my fathers old 
papers and it has ever since remained in my possession and as to the correctness of which I certify that I can 
recollect the birth of Samuel, Martha. & George W. Vaughn which part of the record I certify from my 
recollection and from circumstances is correct and that I certify that James, Polly. Beverly. Rebeky G. Vaughn 
are all four elder than me and that the last account I had of James he was in the State of Texas and that the 
last account I had of Beverly he was in the State of Arkansas and that Polly lives in Hawkins County in the 
State oi Tennessee. Rebeeky lives in the State of MO the last account, and that Nancy, Mahaly & John 

are all three younger than me but I cannot recollect the dates of their births and that Nancy & John lives in this 
county and that Mahaly is dead and that Samuel resides in the county and that the last account of George is 
he lived near Nashville Tennessee and that Martha lives in Knox County in the State of Tennessee and that my 
father John Vaughan died on the 14 day of July 1842 and that at his death he left a will in which I certify he 
willed to me John & Samuel Vaughn the tract of land where on I now live and where on Samuel now lives that 
they paid John after the death of their said father $100 for his part of said tract of land and that his other lands 
and Tenements was divided amongst the other heirs and that I further certify that I know of know olher record 
of the dates and births of said heirs or any other dates A record ot the marriage if any such record either 
private or public he does not know anything ot them, and I further certify that after the Act of 1832 I heard my 
father frequently speak of his claim that he said that he would not trouble himself about it that he did not Kneed 
it and that on Several occasions I have heard him in conversation with one Samuel Dollison who is no more 
and who was a very drinking character and who applied for pension 
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that rf h&. Dollison, could obtain his pension and could gel what was due to him John Vaughn that he, Dollison, 

would have money a nuff to pay for his drinking and that Dollison never received a pension as I know of. 

In witness I do hereunto set my hand and seal the day and year aforesaid 

Benjamin Vaughan 

Attest 1. Unreadable signature 

2 W\ N. Berry 
State ci Tennessee 

County of Hancock, I James Ford, a justice of Peace do hereby certify that the •foregoing affidavit was swc-rn 
to , signed and acknowledged by Benjamin Vaughan and witnessed in my preasence and that I further certify 
that the said affiant is a man of truth and veracity and that I have known him tor many years and know that he 
is the identical person he therein represents himself to be, and that his statements are true, and the witnesses 
forgoing are each credible persons and that I have no interest in this claim in any manner whatsoever. 
Witness my hand and official seal this 28 day of May AD 1 858 
James Ford 
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State o* Tennessee 

County of Hancock, (ss,) on this 28 day of May AD 1858 personally appeared before me the undersigned a 
Justice of the peace George Anderson, said aged about 78 years who am well known to me to be a man of 
truth and verasity and who is a credible witness and who being by law duly sworn, depose, and say that he is 
well acquainted with Mrs. Nancy Vaughn the reputed mother of Benjamin Vaughn the foregoing affiant, and 
who I understand has applied lor a pension that he has known her for about 58 years past that he was 
acquainted with John Vaughn her late husband having known him for about 42 years previous to his death that 
they, the said John and Nancy lived together as husband and wife all the while he knew them as aforesaid and 
were reported so to be that deponent never heard the fact of their marriage disputed or questioned that the 
said John Vaughn died on or about 14 day ot July AD 1842 and that he further states that the said John and 
Nancy lived together all the while he knew them from about the year 1800, AD to the day of his death first at 
the place where the above affiant and Samuel Vaughn now lives till about 1 years before his death at which 

time he moved Clinch mountain and settled in the valley called then and now Poor valley near where the 

reputed widow now lives in Hawkins County that they raised several children about Eleven which was all 
acknowledged by them both to be legitimate that James was always said to be the Eldest, and that from hrs 
acquaintance and from his. the same James', appearance he must now be about 63 years of age and that the 
several children went by his name and at the death of the said John Vaughn he has understood and believes 
that his children had a part in his estate and that during my acquaintance with the said John Vaughn I always 
understood that he was a soldier in the Revolutionary War and thai I never heard the fact questioned, but that 
it was to the best of my knowledge and belief, generally understood and believed by his neighbors that he was 
a soldier as aforesaid and that the said James moved to the west some years ago and that George W Vaughn 
the youngest moved from here toward middle Tennessee 
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and that the following children lives in this vicinity lo wi1 Benjamin, John, Samuel. Polly, Nancy, Martha in Knox 
County, Tennessee, and the others have moved from here, I don't know where they are and since the said 
John Vaughan's death the said Nancy has never again married but has remained and is now the reputed 
widow aforesaid and that I am no ways related to the said Nancy, the claimant, and that I have no interest in 
her claim whatever. 
Witness my hand and seal 

George X Anderson 
Atlesl M. (Panner) 

The affiant is a resident of my county and (that he) sworn to. signed, witnessed, and acknowledged on this 28 
day of May 1 858. James Ford, Justice of the Peace. 
State ot Tennessee 

Hancock County I. Richard Mitchell, clerk ot the county court (or said county do hereby certify that James 
Ford is an acting Justice of the Peace for said county and State legally commissioned and sworn Into oltice 
and that his signature to this above is genuine. 

Given under my hand in office 

Sneedvllle thts 5'" day of June 1S58 

Richard Mitchell, Clerk 



Methodology: Spelfing. punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some Instances lor ease ot reading and to facilitate 
searches of the database. Also, the handwriting of the original schbes often lends itself to varying interpretations. Users of this 
database are urged to view the original and to make their awn (teds/on as to how to decipher what the original scribe actua/ly mote. 
Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect words that cannot be transcribed rn the original. 
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Sneedville 
June 7th 1858 
Sir, in reply to yours of May the 1 1"' I understand you to intimate that the name of the Sergeant John Vaughan 
appears on the roles of Capt Wm Brown's Company and Col. _ _ and Company, if so in connexion wilh 

that and. and in obediants to the requirements of the n* May. we enclose evidence to clearly identify her 
marriage and identity with the service claimed which is sufficient Phmaphasia Evidence of service and 
marriage to show the Right of the Claimant and with the evidence in the archives of the Department and with 
the evidence herewith enclosed beyond a reasonable doubt the claim is dearly entitled to her claim and I plead 
that her claim should issue. 

I am your most obedient 

Servant 

Wm. M. Strickland 

Sneedville, Tennessee 

Hon, 

Commissioner of 
Pensions. Washington City. DC 



Methodology: Spelling, punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances lor ease of seating and lo facilitate 
searches of the database. Atso, tte handwating oj the original scribes often lends itseff to varying interpretations. Users of this 
database are trrged to view me original and to make their own decision as to how to decipher what the ori^mal scribe actoatty wrote. 
Blanks appearing in the transcripts reflect words that cannot be transcribed in trie original. 
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Department of the Interior 
AugusM2 ,h 1858 
Sir, 

I have examined the claim of Nancy Vaughn widow ol John Vaughn lor a pension under Act July 2fi* 
1848, upon which an appeal has been taken from your decision. 

I am of the opinion that the evidence is insufficient to show in a satisfactory manner, that the widow's 
husband was theidenlicalJohn Vaughan who served as a gunner and Sergeant under Col. Charles Harrision 
and Capt. William Brown, in the Virginia Continental line. Your decision is therefore affirmed, and the papers 
which accompanied your report are herewith returned to your office. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obdt. Servt 
J. Thompson 
Secretary. 
Hon. G.C.Whiting. 
Commissioner 
o1 Pensions 



Meinaaefogy: SpeNing. punctuation and/or grammar have been corrected in some instances for esse of reading and to facibtBte searches of the 
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cannot be transcribed in the original 
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State o1 Virginia 

County of Halifax} ss 

I, William S. Holt Clerk of the County Court in the County and State aforesaid, 4o hereby certify that I have 
carefully examined The records and files of my office for the marriage of John Vaughan and Nancy CallicoR and 
find no record of said marriage — I further certify that the records of marriages in my office are no! so complete 
as to raise a presumption against the alleged marnaga. In testimony whereof I have hereunto affixed the seal 
of said County and subscribe my name this 30 lh day of March 1 858. 

Wm. S.Holt. Cle* 



Kteih odohgy: Spefflnq, punctuation and/or grammar have been conecteO «i some instances for ease of leading and to tacstttale searches o f the 
defaiwse. Also. Uienarrcto^W^ofW>ectt(wi3Jscrl&^ Users of this database are urged to view the original 
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cannot oe transcribed m me ongvnal 
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deponent believes to be the fact, that she has never married since her said husband's death, and still is his 
widow and that he the deponent do reside in the county aforesaid and that I Believe she is the identical person 
she represents herself to be and that I am in no way related 1o the applicant and that I have no interest in the 
prosicution of her claim or otherwise whatever. 

John M. Charles 

John Templeton 
James Harrison 

Sworn to, Subscribed, and witnessed before me this 2 day ot June AD 1 858. 

Wm Hutchisson JP 
For Hawkins County 
State <ri Tennessee 

Hawkins County }ss I James H Vance clerk of the county court of said county do certify that William 
Hutchisson Esq. before whom the foregoing declarations and affidavits were made is now and was at the 
date thereof was acting Justice of the Peace in and for said County legally commissioned and qualified and 
that his several Signatures foregoing are genuine. 

Given under my hand and 

Official Seal at office in 

Rogers ville the sixth day of 

June 1858 

J.H.Vance Clerk 
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searches ol the database. Atso. ttie handwriting of the odgfnat scribes often lends itsetf to varying interpretations. Users ot this 
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State o* Tennessee 
County of Hawkins 

On this 2 nd day of June AD One Thousand Eight Hundred and Fifty Eight personally appeared before me the 
subscriber, a justice ol the peace, in and for said county. Mrs. Nancy Vaughn who is to me known to be the 
person mentioned as Claimant in a previous declaration in the pension office at Washington City. And who 
bemg b-y me first duly sworn doth on her oath state that there is no public nor private- record of her marriage to 
the best o-f her knowledge, information, and belief, she further states that she ran away with her Husband John 
Vaughn from Shariotte County Virginia and went into Halifax County Virginia and was married by one Parson 
Hayes, a clergyman, and that she was married at the house of the said Parson Hayes and that she knows of 
no one that is now living who was present at her marriage aforesaid. She further states that she cannot from 
her recollection give the precise day and year of her said marriage but she states to the best of her recollection 

that it was on or about the day of October 1794. is one thing she states she does know, that it 

was something over one year after the said marriage that James Vaughn her eldest son was born on the 1 5 
day of October 1795 and that since her previous declaration we have found in the possession of her son 
Benjamin Vaughn of Hancock County, Tennessee a part of an old day book containing the records of my 
children's ages to wrt the day and year ot each birth which she certifies is true to the best of her recollection 
and which is here with enclosed, and that she was born and raised in Prince Edward and Shariotte Counties in 
Virginia and to the best of her information her said husband John Vaughn was born in the state of Virginia at 
least the first time she ever knew him was in Shariotte County in Virginia and at that time she states that she 
was about eleven years ot age. She further states that she does not know the name of the place where her 
said husband entered the service at, that hertirst acquaintance she ever had with her said husband was some 
years after the service aforesaid and that she recollects of hearing her said husband speaking of several 
places 1hat he was at during his service some of which she recollects as follows, to wit; The High Hills of the 
Mt. Santee & Fort Schuyler and several other places which I cannot at this time call to mind but at what 
particular place he entered service at I cannot now recollect 



Meihodotogy Sperftftg. punctuation anrPw grammar flauo trea) cwiccioaitt some tosiwces for case of testing mJio lac/Mate soarcfios ottne 
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which he said thai he entered at. And thai she further states that after her marriage aforesaid she and her said 
husband resided in the stale of Virginia some six years and that they moved from the stale of Virginia about 
the year 1 800 and came to Hawkins County. Tennessee, that they settled on or near Clinch river some 5 or 6 
miles from here where I now live, then Hawkins County now Hancock County, Tennessee where her sons 
Benjamin and Samuel Vaughn now lives and that we lived there all the while until about lOyears before his 
death which was in the year 1 832 at which time (1832) her said husband bought land on this side of Clinch 
mountain, and we moved over here in this valley called then and now Poor Valley in Hawkins County 
Tennessee where he lived till the day of his death which look place on the 14 1 " day of July 1 342 and in at»out 
one mile of where I now live with her daughter Polly. She further slates thai if her husband ever made any 
application for a pension she never knew anything of it but that she does not believe that he ever did trom the 
fact that she has heard him oftimes speak of his service and of his claim and say that he would not trouble 
himself about his claim that he had anvlfio do him his lifetime without it. And that at his death aforesaid he 
left a will m which he divided his lands and tenements among his children generally that he led the place we 
settled when we first came to Tennessee to his sons to wit; Benjamin, Samuel and John Vaughn and that he 
left the place where he died to his youngest son George W. Vaughn with a provision in it that he was to take 
care of me my lifetime and he not withstanding has sold the land and moved from here, the last account I had 
of him he lived near Nashville. Tennessee and that he has been gone trom here about 14 years and that since 
the death of h&t said husband she states that she has remained unmarried and is now the widow of John 
Vaughn aforesaid and that ever since she first understood that there was a pension allowed to the widows of 
the Revolutionary Soldiers which was several years ago she certifies that at the first opportunity which was 
some & or 7 years ago I sppiide to one William C. Baldwin of Hancock County Tennessee to file my declaration 
and to prosecute my said claim and he said he would at some other time that he had not time then and went 
off and 
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